
Are Current Trends Leading to a Dead End?
Two Case Studies on the Limits and Potential
of Digital Methods for Arabic-Script Scholarly Editions

DAV I D  V I S H A N O F F  — U n i v e rs i t y  o f  O k l a h o m a  — v i s h a n o f f @ o u . e d u

Wo rks h op  “ S ch o la r ly  D ig i ta l  Ed i t io n s  o f  A ra b ic - S cr ipt  Tex ts ”

I n st i tu te  fo r  A d va n ce d  S tu d y,  Pr in ceton

Ma rch  22 ,  2024



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



Expansion

Rewording

Preservation

Contraction

Corruption

Manipulation

1.0

0.9

0.8

0.7

0.6

0.5

0.4

0.3

0.2

0.1

0.0

BP

BPM

C+

C++

K

O

P

S

Recension



Expansion

Rewording

Preservation

Contraction

Corruption

Manipulation

1.0

0.9

0.8

0.7

0.6

0.5

0.4

0.3

0.2

0.1

0.0

BP - Car

BP - Cheikho

BPM - Prin

C - IT

C - Vien

C+ - Aya

C+ - Lon

C++ - F29

C++ - Hal

C++ - StP

CS - Dam

CS - Spr

K - Fat

K - Mad

O - Hus

O - Leid

P - Hunt

Copyist



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How



A course correction

Limits: Waraqāt
Innovative

Anti-collaborative

Obsolete platform

Unstable annotation

Possibilities: Zabūr
Analysis of variants

Working backwards

Anti-collaborative

External annotation
What

Why

How


