
The Afterlife of an Ascetic Pseudo-Scripture
Methods and Motives for Mapping Complex Families of Manuscripts

D AV I D  V I S H A N O F F  — U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O k l a h o m a  — v i s h a n o f f @ o u . e d u

B r i t i s h  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  I s l a m i c  S t u d i e s

I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  S t u d y  o f  M u s l i m  C i v i l i s a t i o n s ,  T h e  A g a  K h a n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  L o n d o n

1 6  M a y,  2 0 2 3

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  w a s  a s s i s t e d  b y  a n  N E H  F e l l o w s h i p  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  f o r  t h e  

H u m a n i t i e s  a n d  a n  A C L S  F e l l o w s h i p  f r o m  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o f  L e a r n e d  S o c i e t i e s .  

A n y  v i e w s ,  f i n d i n g s ,  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  o r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

r e p r e s e n t  t h o s e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  f o r  t h e  H u m a n i t i e s  o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o f  L e a r n e d  S o c i e t i e s .

These slides are available at vishanoff.com



The Islamic psalms
Stemma codicum

Collating manuscripts

Editing choices
The Vienna Papyrus
Reconstructing C
An ascetic text

Editors and copyists
Recording variations
Scribal tendencies
Scribal similarities
Cross-contamination
Revised stemma

Methods assessed
Enhanced stemmatics
Slow digital progress



The Islamic psalms

Stemma codicum



The Islamic psalms

Stemma codicum
Collating manuscripts



The Islamic psalms

Stemma codicum
Collating manuscripts



The Islamic psalms

Stemma codicum
Collating manuscripts



The Islamic psalms

Stemma codicum
Collating manuscripts



The Islamic psalms

Stemma codicum
Collating manuscripts

Editing choices



The Islamic psalms

Stemma codicum
Collating manuscripts

Editing choices
The Vienna Papyrus



Reconstruction of Vienna papyrus codex
The Islamic psalms

Stemma codicum
Collating manuscripts

Editing choices
The Vienna Papyrus



The Islamic psalms

Stemma codicum
Collating manuscripts

Editing choices
The Vienna Papyrus

Reconstructing C







Saying attributed to al-Fuḍayl ibn ʿIyāḍ
in al-Sulamī, Ṭabaqāt al-Ṣūfiyya, 12.

Blessed is he who recoils from society, is 
drawn to his Lord, and weeps over his 
offenses.

Saying related by Ibrāhīm ibn Adham
in al-Sulamī, Ṭabaqāt al-Ṣūfiyya, 20.

Do not hope to spend the night in vigil 
while having eaten your fill; do not hope to 
achieve sadness while getting plenty of 
sleep; do not hope to attain the fear of God 
while craving this world.
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